DIARY NOTES

Visit to the Sherry River, October 20-23, 2008 

The main purpose of this visit was to plant the Booth trial area, to measure the + and – weed control trial on the N bank at the Bavin’s, and to inspect a possible wetland management site on Lisa Savage’s property.  
Personnel: David Henley, Graham Coker and Nick Ledgard (Scion, Christchurch).  Joined by Barbara Stuart (BS – Landcare Trust rep) and Andrew Dobson (Tasman DC) on the second day.
Monday, October 28

We set off from Christchurch at 8.30 am towing the trailer, and headed straight for Titoki nursery to pick up a load of seedlings.  Concentrated first on the potted (PB3) podocarps (rimu, kahikatea, matai and totara), silver beech, kowhai (1.5l pots) and putaputaweta – good root collars but some (particularly the kowhai) were a little tall, so we ended up cutting the tops back (c. 50%) prior to planting.  Dropped this load off at the Booth site, where the preparation (sprayed off rank grass) looked good – although some of the willows were not completely dead and will need retreatment this spring.  Similarly with areas of broom.  Despite the ‘clean’ start, the dead grass mulch is thin and there will still be plenty of weed regrowth, which will need spraying over summer.  Ideally, we should have left the grass to thicken up for a couple of years to ensure a decent soil-level thatch of dead material.

We took 4 of each of the potted plants (climax tree species) back to the Bavin site and interplanted them in amongst the 3-year-old trees.  The first impression on reinspecting this site is that the weeds have taken off.  This is to be expected now that weed control has ceased, but the majority of the weed cover is of grasses, which could actually be beneficial as they are ‘sealing off’ the ground against establishment of more damaging woody and sprawling weeds (gorse, broom, hawthorn, OMB, convolvulus, ivy etc).  In Canterbury, the grass would be negative in that it would compete for limited soil moisture, but with the 1200-1500 mm rainfall in the Sherry, lack of moisture is not likely to be a major problem.

While at the Bavin site, we took photo retakes (‘afters’), plus other shots for the native plant establishment guidelines to be produced this year.

On the way back to Nelson for the night, we dropped the trailer off at Titoki nursery for filling with a second load of seedlings in the morning.
Tuesday, October 29
Despite a threatening weather forecast, the morning dawned relatively fine, and remained clear and warm for the rest of the day.

First stop was at Titoki to load up with more planting stock – all in rootrainers – before heading on to the Sherry.  There we met up briefly with Bill Booth (working elsewhere), before starting work at the trial site.  Prior to planting we marked out the area at 1.5 x 1.5 m spacing; the marking making it easier to ensure that the whole area was planted and also for relocating seedlings during any subsequent weed control.  The taller podocarps and beech were spaced at 5-6 m intervals, with the likes of kahikatea in the wetter areas.  In between, the remaining species were planted randomly, except for concentrating the flaxes and toi-tois along the river bank.  By the day’s end we had planted 90% of the available plants and filled up 70% of the area.  The soil conditions were variable, but mostly very good and moist.  The seedlings were also mostly of acceptable quality, although in every tray there were a few undersize trees with small root-collars.  Some species were quite root-bound (eg. H. salicifolia and flax), but we removed the most tangled bottom 2-3 cm before planting.

At midday, BS arrived and went with NL to inspect a potential wetland trial site on the Savage property just up from the Booth’s.  This farm has been converted from sheep to dairy within the last 2 years, and plans to be milking over 500 cows before the season’s end.  Consequently, there has been much pasture improvement involving drainage and fertiliser application.  Andrew Dobson of the Tasman DC has mapped the area for water flow and wetland retention, and together with Lisa Savage we inspected and discussed a site to be fenced off for a permanent wetland.  If the aim had been to filter/absorb nutrients out of water draining from the site, the most suitable vegetation could well have been the most vigorous growers – such as willows and poplars, which could be ‘harvested’ and encouraged to regrow on a regular basis.  But, that objective was not considered necessary so was put aside in preference for improving native biodiversity and visual appeal.  To this end, the wetter areas will be planted up in the likes of flax, toi-toi, sedges, cabbage trees and kahikatea, while the drier slopes will be planted with the usual local native species.  Before any planting starts, Lisa will fence off  the area as discussed.  NL agreed to contact Titoki nursery to confirm the right order of plant material – already paid for by BS.  Back to the Booth site, where we showed Andrew what we were up to before he and BS bade farewell.

By 5.30 we had planted nearly all the seedlings, so we headed back to Nelson, dropping off the trailer at Titoki en route.

Wednesday, October 30

The forecasted rain set in over night and we started planting in drizzle and finished in wet conditions – which gave the seedlings an ideal start.

After picking up the trailer and remaining seedlings at Titoki, we headed for the Sherry.  There, we were joined by Bill Booth, who spent his time slashing lines through the sprayed blackberry and OMB under the bank at the north end of the block.  The range of species available was more limited than the day before, so fewer were planted in this area.  Also planted was the narrow strip above the bank and alongside the road.  By lunch-time most of this area had been completed.


Scion will not be measuring this trial (such as we did at the Bavin site) – the main purpose being to demonstrate establishment of natives using the sprayed/dead-grass sward technique (although, as mentioned above, the grass sward was a little young and hence the dead thatch was not as thick as was wanted).

We ate lunch in the shelter of one of the Booth huts by the junction – warmed by a flask of tea brought along by Bill.  After lunch we inspected the small community-planted area established last year.  Survival has been good (despite a dry late summer), but the challenge as usual will be on-going weed control.  It was interesting to note that the range of weeds was less in the areas of longer grass which had not been blanket-sprayed before planting.  Once again, the advantages of having grass as a weed rather than other species.


A small number of seedlings in rootrainers were kept aside for a pilot trial planting in Ch/Ch – to see if the larger root-collar seedlings do better than the smaller.  This needs more thorough testing.


With the Booth planting completed, we bade farewell to Bill, and drove up the road to the Bavin’s, where we measured the N bank chemical weed control trial in increasing rain.  Sprawling vine weeds have given these plants a hard time, and it is doubtful if the narrow strips of spray have had much effect.  Whilst there, it was good to meet up with Nicky and Paul Bavin, down for the day from their new Nelson Lakes property.  We left them around 100 plants for establishing in a riparian fenced area on the S bank opposite the sheds.


At 4 pm, we climbed back into the wagon and headed for Ch/Ch in steady rain (great for the just planted seedlings!).
Species planted at the Booth’s site (all locally eco-sourced):

Rootrainers – 50+: Pittosporum tenuifolium, Olearia avicennifolia, Olearia polita, Hebe salicifolia, Hebe stenophylla (rather thread-bare foliage), Coprosma robusta, Coprosma lucida, Plagianthus regius, Cordyline australis, Cortaderia richardii, Phormium tenax.
Rootrainers – c.20:  Podocarpus totara
Potted - 50+, 1.5 l:  Carpodetus serratus, Sophora microphylla
Potted - 10, PB3:  Nothofagus menziesii, Dacrydium cupressinum, Dacycarpus dacrydioides, Podocarpus totara, Prumnopitys taxifolia.
Species inter-planted at Bavins:

Nothofagus menziesii(4), Dacrydium cupressinum (4), Dacycarpus dacrydioides (4), Podocarpus totara (4), Prumnopitys taxifolia (4), Carpodetus serratus (8), Sophora microphylla (10)

The Future
Booths (Bill Booth)
· Kill willows (stem poison) 
· Control weeds as required – particularly woody species
Bavins

· Monitor main trial – try to keep on top of worst weeds (woody weeds and sprawling vines).  Leave grass intact to slow down invasion by these ‘worse weeds’.
· N bank (+ and – weed control area).  Scion to enter and analyse data.

· Seed sowing site by stock bridge.  Inspect for seedlings.

Native establishment guidelines for Sherry

· Scion to complete and circulate for comment.

Wetland area on Savage’s

· Scion to finalise species list with Titoki.

Nick Ledgard
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