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Tips for Integrated Catchment 
Management Success.
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Topics of Discussion.

• Its about people

• Effective communication

• Challenges
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Its about people that open and shut 
the gates...
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‘The champions who help…’
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‘Its all about people…’
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Effective communication



10/21/2008 Action on the Ground 8

Be clear about the issues

• Water quality 

• Extraction 

• Non compliance

• Erosion

• Pests

• Uptake of key messages
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Assisting landowners…

…to find 

their own 
solutions
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The challenges of ICM...
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“I don’t do plantings!”
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“Ah, but our area is different!”
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Changing Behaviours

• The role of Scientific information and other 

rural professional expertise.

• Create opportunities for landowners to take 

ownership.

• Acknowledge landowner expertise

• Rules should enable environmental 

outcomes.



10/21/2008 Action on the Ground 14

What This Means.

• Integrated Catchment Management is a helpful approach for 

engaging with landowners and communities to manage issues 

within a water catchment.

• The focus is on information sharing not individuals or one land 

user group.

• Its all about creating positive working relationships.

• Linking environmental Best Practice to premium markets
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• Need to maintain the 
focus

• Longer term planning 
horizons of 10yrs+  

The Future of ICM



Conclusions
Rural communities especially in remote areas;

• Are Stretched especially in terms of social & 
human capital

• Face significant challenges sustaining action on 
environmental and other issues.

• Will require higher levels of external support 
over longer periods to move towards 
sustainability.  
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