Present Programme Directions

Project:  
Economic values of surface water in the Motueka Catchment

Leader:  
Michael Krausse (Landcare Research, kraussem@landcare.cri.nz, 06 350 3817)

Collaborators:
Bruce Thorrold (AgResearch, thorroldb@agresearch.cri.nz, 07 856 2836)



Neil Deans (Nelson/Marlborough Fish &Game, ndeans@nmfgc.co.nz, 03-544-6382)


Andrew Fenemor (Tasman District Council, andrw@tdc.govt.nz, 03-558-3412)

Issue:  Allocating the rights to use a potentially scarce environmental resource requires judgements to be made about the values and opportunities to be protected, and the benefits and costs of different allocation mechanisms. These judgements depend on good information including the economic costs and benefits involved. This information is not currently available.

Objectives:  Identify key economic values of surface water in the Motueka River catchment by estimating the marginal benefits and costs associated with different flow management regimes.

Progress:  The investigation has been delayed by a shift in staff resources. A draft survey questionnaire for anglers has been developed. Agreement has been reached with AgResearch to conduct an analysis of the value of water availability to pastoral agriculture in the Catchment. Plans are being prepared to survey recreational users and the regional community in early 2002. 

Implications:The research focuses on the marginal value of a change in water availability/flow rather than the total value of any particular use of the water to the local economy. Understanding how the marginal value of water changes at different levels of availability/flow provides information about efficient ways of managing risk associated with drought, and provides an economic perspective on the efficient allocation of water between uses. 

Future directions:  Over three years the Project will estimate the marginal value of changes in average low flow on:

1. recreational use of the Motueka River (angling, picnicking, swimming etc),

2. non-use values for the Motueka River held by Nelson/Tasman residents, and

3. use of water in the Motueka River catchment for production purposes (pastoral, arable, horticulture and forestry).

