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Anthony Cole

The Motueka catchment futures model grew out of earlier participatory modelling work involving the influence matrix. The results of the influence matrix study indicated that progress within the catchment towards sustainable futures necessitated consideration of a broad range of economic, social and ecological factors. Practically speaking, modelling tools are ideally required to make it possible to plan and manage towards multi-goal outcomes of this kind. The Motueka catchment futures model is a part of the IDEAS modelling framework discussed with the CRG in August 2007, and led by Dr John Dymond, Landcare Research, who will also attend the 14 August meeting.

To date, the Motueka catchment futures model has been developed through 3 major stages. First, a prototype (proof-of-concept) model was developed.  This version 1 prototype was presented to the Motueka community reference group in July 2005.   Further developmental work then produced a 5 year age cohort population model for the catchment and neighbouring Tasman and Nelson.  This population modelling work was published in a series of Landcare Research reports. The approach developed in building the population model was then employed to build version 2 of the Motueka catchment futures model. This model included prototype economic and labour market modules and was presented to the community reference group in July of 2006.

A number of requests were made for improvements to version 2 of the model. Our presentation of version 3 of the model on Thursday the 14th of August will provide an update on progress made in implementing requested improvements and in adding a number of other important innovations including: (i) an age cohort labour market model, (ii) updated population projections, (iii) regionalisation of all sectors of the model, (iv) sectoral re-classification of the model based on the recent Regional Economic Development (REDs) review, (v) implementation of a more user friendly driver interface and more … In its current state the model now represents the development of a quite advanced tool for catchment/ regional scale planning and management towards sustainable futures. This presentation will provide an outline of the model in its current state, operational demonstration and invite discussion around prospects for the future application of the model in local regional council and economic development contexts.

This notice sent to:  Lloyd Faulkner, Edwin Newport, Elizabeth Martin, Jan Boyd, Guthrie Beatson, Alastair Webber, Mick Park, Geoff Rowling; Roger Young, Paul Gillespie (Cawthron Institute); Steve Markham, Rob Smith, Mary-Anne Baker (TDC – additional attendees welcome – see Steve for details), John Dymond, Oscar Montes de Oca Munguia.

cc. Will Allen, Margaret Kilvington (Landcare Research)
As Andrew is away this week, the meeting will be hosted by Steve Markham at TDC - please phone Steve (543 8427) or email him (steve.markham@tdc.govt.nz) with any apologies 
